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general enfeeblement, then convulsive shuddering; these phenomena are 
followed by a period of augmentation of reflex excitability, while at the 
same time voluntary movements are abolished, and the respiration is accel¬ 
erated ; visual troubles are also noted. In a more advanced stage of the 
intoxication, the reflex excitability gradually disappears, the respiration and 
pulse are simultaneously weakened ; then follows a profound collapse, which 
may not be succeeded by death. 

The cliloro-hydrate and bromo-hydrate of conicine (Mourrut) give rise to 
the same phenomena of poisoning as conia; they seem to be even more 
energetic. Conicine has a very irritant local action ; when injected under 
the skin it produces sphacelus, and is not entirely absorbed. 

M. Tiryakian finishes his study by seeking to discover the physiological 
and medicinal effects of bromo-hydrate of coniin on man. To obtain a 
notable effect, it should be administered in a dose of 0.1 gramme at least, iu 
a single dose for an adult; this may be increased to the amount of one 
gramme per diem , either internally or injected hypodermically (the bromo- 
hydrate not being irritunt) ; thus showing that the toxic action of coniin 
has been much exaggerated. 

The author has experimented with the bromo-hydrate of coniin in affec¬ 
tions accompanied with cough, in epilepsy, in neuralgias, but is not yet able 
to say precisely what is the therapeutic action of the drug. 


Qeisbine. —This substance, the alkaloid of pao-pereira has been investi¬ 
gated by MM. Bocliefontaine and Cypriano de Freitas, Qaz. Med. de Paris, 
1878, Nos. 10 and 17. The following are their conclusions as reported in 
Revue dee Sci. Medicates : 

1. Geissine is a paralysant, poison. It causes a progressive enfeeblement 
of all the movements, whether voluntary or reflexes of animal life, and next 
a loss of sensibility. 

2. The paralysis is not due to an action of the poison on the muscles nor 
on the peripheral nerves. 

3. The toxic action affects the nerve centres, especially the spinal cord 
and medulla, the functions of which are progressively abolished. 

4. In some of the author’s experiments there was noticed a diminution 
in the number of cardiac pulsations, which wns also remarked by Jose Silva 
and Gonsalvez Ramos. 


The Treatment of Insanci y by Dhugs. —Dr. Geo. II. Savage, in the last 
volume of Guy’s Hospital Reports, has contributed an article on this subject, 
the main points of which are given in the Dublin Medical Press and Canada 
Medical Record for December. tVe take them from the latter journal : 

Until quite recently, observes Dr. Savage, opiates were looked upon as 
one of the sheet-anchors in the arrest of mental disease. Now we are more 
discriminating, and have to own that, whereas some cases are relieved by 
opium, some are not affected at all, or are really injured by its use. In the 
first place, the effect of this drug will vary with its mode of administration. 
Some cases are not improved by morphia administered by the mouth, but 



Therapeutics. 


181 


will recover, or be greatly benefited, by the subcutaneous injection of that 
alkaloid. Two or three cases are reported where no improvement took place 
until the patient was put on a solution of morphia, in half-grain doses, two 
or three times a day, when a decided change for the better took place, and 
even ultimate recovery. Another case showed how morphia will control 
symptoms, though it may be long before it perfects a cure : and in the au¬ 
thor's experience, “when symptoms are so controlled it is only a question of 
time to cure.” Another patient with active melancholia, was quiet and 
happy so long as she took morphia, but if this was discontinued she became 
very irritable. In her case no medical treatment had been tried for two 
months previously to the administration of the morphia, and within twenty- 
four hours from the commencement of this drug she became quiet and rea¬ 
sonable. She is still under treatment but will recover. In short, Dr. Savage 
would say that morphia has served him well in active melancholia both in 
old and young, but especially in old cases, such ns climacteric and senile pa¬ 
tients : also where sleeplessness alone seems the cause of the mental break¬ 
down, and in some cases of excitement in which chloral-taking or over 
stimulation has caused insanity; but it is of no avail in ordinary acute 
mania, general paralysis, profound melancholia, or complete dementia. 

With regard to chloral hydrate the writer would restrict its use to only 
a few forms of insanity. lie justly remarks that “of all medicines recently 
introduced this has been the most largely used, and I fear if the good results 
were compared with the evil done the latter would preponderate.” The 
mere producing of sleep does little, if any, good in the majority of cases of 
insanity. It is, however, useful in the epileptic states, in the furore of epi¬ 
lepsy, and in some cases of insanity from excess of stimulants. In one 
case, where there was furious mania following epileptic fits, the chloral was 
sometimes given, and the results were always quietness with chloral and 
mania without. 

Dr. Savage also speaks in favor of a combination of chloral and camphor 
(10 grains of each, rubbed up with simple syrup), which was especially tried 
in two classes of cases—the wildly and distinctly maniacal—who were filthy 
in their habits, and in those who were erotic or lascivious in their behavior. 
The mixture produced a good effect; and out of twenty cases in which it 
was given, fourteen were made more quiet. The use of camphor, moreover, 
obviated the loss of appetite and of flesh, which was produced by prolonged 
use of chloral alone, and all the patients gained in weight and improved in 
appetite.' In more than one case the patient was quiet and decent while 
taking the medicine, and one case had every appearance of becoming a 
chronic lunatic, until the chloral and camphor were given. The writer 
would recommend this combination in cases of puerperal insanity, espe¬ 
cially in the sleepless chattering form, where friends are mistaken, and erotic 
feelings are present. 

Of the value of conium the report is not very encouraging : In a case of 
violent mania it was of some benefit after injection of morphia, camphor and 
chloral, and other remedies had failed ; and it is recommended in cases 
where patients are noisy and destructive, but, at the same time, require 
stimulants. 
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Of still less value is liyoscyamine, the efleets of which are so powerful and 
dangerous that sickness and collapse have been known to follow one dose of 
it. In one case a thirteenth of a grain produced in an hour and a half com¬ 
plete inability to stand, sickness, cold, clammy skin, and absence -of radial 
pulsation, without any good results following. 

Of bromide of potassium the author has not a good opinion, but he con¬ 
fesses that his experience of that drug has not been very great. 

Of all medicines purgatives have been most favorable with the older phv 
sicians and the majority of the best writers on insanity. But Dr. Savage says, 
“ we rarely give them at Bethlem with the idea that we shall cure by these 
means, and still more rarely to quiet the patient and keep him employed.” 
Stimulants , on the other hand, are more favorably spoken of. We are told 
that stimulants are a large item in the expenditure of asylums, and, when 
judiciously ordered and watched, they are of the utmost importance. Em- 
menagogues were also found of great service in the treatment of insanity, 
complicated with amenorrlioea. Of this class of drugs the tincture of black 
hellebore, in doses of half a drachm to a drachm, was remarkably beneficial, 
and several cases are ciled in which both the amenorrh<ea and insanity 
yielded to this remedy. The re-establishment of menstruation is important, 
and the return of menstruation unaccompanied by a mental change, adds 
to the gravity of the prognosis. 

Independently of ordering medicinal remedies, there are certain physical 
conditions which often contribute to the cure of insanity, and Dr. Savage 
draws particular attention to cases of this disease, in which physical illness 
produced marked improvement in the mind of the patient. Thus several 
forms of insanity respectively, got well spontaneously after the formation of 
a retro-uterine luemato ele, after a toothache and gum boil, after inflamma¬ 
tion of lower jaw, after an attack of erysipelas of head, after obstruction of 
the bowels, and after an attack of gout. Dr. Savage does not draw any 
inferences from these circumstances, but we should think that the good 
result often following distant irritation in the form of a natural disease might 
suggest the propriety of resorting to counter-irritation in the treatment of 
insanity more frequently than we do now. “ In former times the head-shav¬ 
ing and blistering treatment must certainly have improved some cases, just 
as we have found that, in some, purgatives are beneficial.” (Dublin Medical 
Press, Oct. 2, 1878.) ( Canada Medical Record, November, 1878.) 


The following are the titles of some of the recently published papers on 
the Therapeutics of the Nervous System and Mind : 

Mills, Massage and Swedish Movements in the Treatment of Diseases of 
the Nervous System, Med. and Surg. Rep., Oct. 5.— Mackay, On the Value 
of Spiritus Nucis Juglandis in the Treatment of Vomiting, Practitioner, 
Dec.— Pallen, Hypodermics of Coffee for Morphia Vomitings and Opium 
Poisoning, N. Y. Med. Record , Dec. 2L—Turnbull, Ether vs. Chloroform, 
Bromide of Ethyl, Va. Med. Monthly, Dec.— Benton, On Bromide of Potas¬ 
sium in Epilepsy, Glasgow Med. Journal, Dec.— Voisin, Study of the Treat¬ 
ment of General Paralysis of the Insane, Bull. Gen. de The-rap., Dec. 15. 



